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[image: ]										“[R]ulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.”[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Romans 13:3-4, KJV (emphasis added).] 


Discussion: I understand the word “rulers” to mean any public official. According to the above verse, a ruler is a revenger.  Therefore, any official involved in law enforcement, court proceedings, lawmaking, or the execution of public policy is a “ruler.” In our modern world of democratic republics, we have lots of rulers. As the governing of society has democratized, more & more people have become involved in “ruling.”

But the bible is not caught off guard by that historical fact. As the word of the living, eternal God, it applies at all times, in all places. There has always been a multiplicity of rulers in any society, no matter how democratic or imperial it may be. 

Paul targets the Christian citizen in the Romans 13 passage. He instructs us: “be subject unto the higher powers,” don’t resist the authorities, “do that which is good.”[endnoteRef:2] The purpose? To avoid punishment & for the sake of conscience. Because Paul lived at such an early period of the Church, he had yet to have a flock of public officials needing his instruction.  [2:  Romans 13:1-3.] 


But has the Church focused so much of its teaching on this issue for the average citizen that it has failed in its duty to teach public officials? What does the scripture say to them? Public officials serving as “rulers” for the state have to use the entirety of scripture to obtain godly instruction. There are a couple of pieces of instruction they can glean from Romans 13.

One, the checks & balances of a plurality of officials,[endnoteRef:3] particularly in light of democratic republicanism, protects against error. It also provides protection for the citizens should one ruler make a mistake. In that case, another can ensure the error is ineffective, or, at least, mitigated . . . unless every single ruler becomes derelict in his or her duty or believes they don’t have the authority to oppose the one in error. [3:  See, e.g., I Peter 2:13-17, where Peter mentions both “kings” (Greek=basileus) & “governors” (Greek=hegemon). Obedience must to “ordinances” (Greek=ktisis), that is, duly implemented laws & statutes, not the twisted interpretation or improper application of them.] 


Two, rulers enforce the law as to good & evil, “[f]or rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil.”[endnoteRef:4] How do rulers know what are good works from what are evil? Is it obvious? Or can there be subtleties & nuances that make the job of deciding what is good from what is evil? In the case of judges, they deal with both the simple & the complex: The obvious evil crimes, like cruel murders, thefts of an elderly widow’s life savings, or the like. But there are also complex, difficult-to-decide matters.  [4:  Romans 13:3a, KJV.] 


In our tri-partite republican government, some would argue that the legislature decides what is evil when it passes a law, that the executive executes the law against what the legislature calls evil, & that judges interpret those determinations in court cases. This is correct . . . up to a point. 

The determination of what is good or evil has been an issue since the beginning. 

And the serpent said unto the woman, “Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.”[endnoteRef:5] [5:  Genesis 3:4-5, KJV.] 


Adam & Eve chose wrongly. They decided that they could determine good & evil for themselves & thereby rule as gods. Instead of indicting & executing the serpent for his treachery, they indicted God by disobeying Him, becoming traitors themselves. They could have ruled earth as God’s delegated representatives, but instead they ended up being cursed, confused, & battling the thorn-filled earth to survive. They lived lives less than what God had intended for them. Such is always the case with those who forsake the Creator God.

God blessed His chosen people, the Israelites by giving them His law, which taught them how to live, rule, & be an example to the world.[endnoteRef:6] Humanity has always found ways to get around God’s law. Our attitude toward God’s law is evidence of our attitude toward God Himself. Therefore, God had to specially visit His special people to specially reveal a law to them as a challenge to the humanist law of sinful, deluded mankind & all of its best attempts at rulership. [6:  “Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” Deuteronomy 4:6, KJV.] 


The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.[endnoteRef:7] [7:  Psalm 19:7-11, KJV.] 


Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, “The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.”[endnoteRef:8] [8:  II Timothy 2:19, KJV. Iniquity = lawlessness.] 


But unto the Son he saith, “Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”[endnoteRef:9] [9:  Hebrews 1:8-9, KJV (emphasis added).] 


Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.[endnoteRef:10] [10:  I Johns 3:4, KJV.] 


Sin, the denial of God’s right to determine good & evil, is lawlessness, & a lawless character defines those who oppose Christ, the son of the One who gave the law to Moses.

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.[endnoteRef:11] [11:  II Thessalonians 2:3-4, KJV.] 


A Christian society full of Christian rulers may make mistakes, but they do not reject or hate God’s law. Such errors can be corrected. Typically, such errors will not be blatant rejections of God’s law. God’s law still applies to societies in the New Testament period.[endnoteRef:12] [12:  “But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust.” I Timothy 1:8-11, KJV. See also Matthew 5:17-20.] 


However, a society that rejects God’s law will be full of confusion, the just recompense for those who seek to escape the clear guidance of the God of truth. Confusion begets error, & error calls forth judgment from God. Then, after experiencing God’s judgment, sinful man claims victim status for the consequences & judges the God he rejected as cruel, if he acknowledges Him at all. In other words, the individual pays the price for rejecting the wisdom of God’s law, but because a public official’s acts affect more people than one individual, the public official imposes consequences on the citizens he is supposed to protect. 

Back to the multiplicity of rulers mentioned in Romans 13. Can multiple rulers protect the society from that disastrous end result? What if one ruler orders that the other rulers/public officials commit evil, as defined by God? The error of a mistake in the law cannot compare to outright defiance.[endnoteRef:13] The individual who denies God’s law cannot learn from his defiance of it; he merely attributes another cause to the consequence & continues in his blind rebellion. No matter how intelligent he is, he cannot see that God’s law defines cause & effect for his decisions. Therefore, he never learns from his bad decisions. The same is so for the public official who denies God’s law. Disaster may come upon his society,[endnoteRef:14] but that rebellious public official cannot see that he has brought the disaster by his actions. He is blind to the consequences, which his actions have brought to the society, unless he repents of his defiance of God. [13:  “And if any soul sin through ignorance, then he shall bring a she goat of the first year for a sin offering. And the priest shall make an atonement for the soul that sinneth ignorantly, when he sinneth by ignorance before the LORD, to make an atonement for him; and it shall be forgiven him. Ye shall have one law for him that sinneth through ignorance, both for him that is born among the children of Israel, and for the stranger that sojourneth among them. But the soul that doeth ought presumptuously, whether he be born in the land, or a stranger, the same reproacheth the LORD; and that soul shall be cut off from among his people. Because he hath despised the word of the LORD, and hath broken his commandment, that soul shall utterly be cut off; his iniquity shall be upon him.” Numbers 15:27-31, KJV.]  [14:  “Therefore the LORD will cut off from Israel head and tail, branch and rush, in one day. The ancient and honourable, he is the head; and the prophet that teacheth lies, he is the tail. For the leaders of this people cause them to err; and they that are led of them are destroyed.” Isaiah 9:14-6, KJV.] 


Yet, it only takes one official to say “No” to the rebellious authority to disrupt the chain of events. One person can avert disaster. That is the greatness of God’s mercy – that He would withhold judgment upon an entire society because there is one righteous person who stands for the truth.[endnoteRef:15] [15:  “Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth; and I will pardon it. And though they say, The LORD liveth; surely they swear falsely.” Jeremiah 5:1-2, KJV.] 


While the citizen is enjoined by Paul to obey the authority, the public official is under oath to obey the law & to be “the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.”[endnoteRef:16] If another public official orders one public official to defy law & do evil instead of revenge evil, it is the duty of that public official to obey the oath & not do the evil, that is, to not defy God’s law.  [16:  Romans 13:4b, KJV.] 


Daniel was a public official in the Persian Empire,[endnoteRef:17] & he did not obey the King when the king ordered that which defied God’s law.[endnoteRef:18] Daniel didn’t resign; he flaunted his disobedience.[endnoteRef:19] [17:  “It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which should be over the whole kingdom; and over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that the princes might give accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage.” Daniel 6:1-2, KJV.]  [18:  “Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day.” Daniel 6:13, KJV.]  [19:  Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.” Daniel 6:10, KJV.] 


Esther may be the main character & the name on the title of the book, but her uncle Mordecai, an official in the king’s court,[endnoteRef:20] played a huge part in that story about the salvation of the Jews.[endnoteRef:21] Mordecai disobeyed the king,[endnoteRef:22] & that disobedience could have been disastrous,[endnoteRef:23] but nowhere in scripture is he rebuked. He’s a hero in the story.[endnoteRef:24] [20:  See Esther 3:3.]  [21:  The Book of Esther.]  [22:  See chapter 3, Esther.]  [23:  See Esther 3:3-6.]  [24:  See Esther chapter 6.] 


Gideon defied his family, his town’s government, & risked his life to tear down the town’s altar. He became leader of his people.[endnoteRef:25]  [25:  See Judges 6:25-40.] 


The Hebrew midwives of Exodus chapter 1, the official midwives for the Jews in Egypt, feared God, disobeyed the king, & lied to him. God rewarded them.[endnoteRef:26] [26:  See Exodus 1:15-21.] 


The prophets of Judah & Israel regularly defied the kings who were acting in defiance of Almighty God. They obeyed God & faced the wrath of man.[endnoteRef:27] [27:  E.g., Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micaiah (I Kings chap 22), “the man of God from Judah” (I Kings chap 13), Micah (Jeremiah 26:17-9)] 


Before he was a Christian, Paul the Apostle was an official of the regional Jewish government.[endnoteRef:28] He was commissioned by the Chief Priest to prosecute Christians. He was a “special prosecutor” following his duty as an official of the Chief Priest when he was struck down from his horse on the way to Damascus. Funny that he didn’t have the courtesy to send a letter of resignation to the Chief Priest, & he never asked for guidance or in any way continued in the duties which he had been commissioned to perform. In fact, he made a 180-degree turn & became the Chief Priest’s worst nightmare by preaching the very message that the Chief Priest wanted to squelch.[endnoteRef:29] [28:  See Acts 9:1-2.]  [29:  See Acts chapter 9.] 


Hypothetical: A police chief interprets the law such that he “orders” his police department to no longer intervene in sexual assaults or enforce such laws in his city. He contends that “boys will be boys,” & he doesn’t think women should be offended; the law is simply irrationally strict in his view. Will the police officer who disobeys that police chief, “the authority,”[endnoteRef:30] & follows the law to protect people against sexual assault be disciplined by the police chief? Perhaps, but hopefully another authority (remember the importance of multiple authorities) will “be a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil” & intervene to halt the lawlessness of the police chief. God requires that the state protect the sheep. [30:  Romans 13:3, KJV.] 


The ultimate failure to protect the righteous & punish the wicked was the cross of Christ. The religious & political authorities of Christ’s day performed the greatest injustice in history. Yet, as in the case of Joseph,[endnoteRef:31] God providentially foreordained that what man had meant for evil God turned to good.[endnoteRef:32] Our good: The salvation of mankind & the re-creation of God’s creatures. By faith, we participate in that re-creation.[endnoteRef:33] Christ rules & reigns at His Father’s right hand.[endnoteRef:34] A key part of the creation, the civil government would certainly not be left out of the beneficial purposes of God for man.[endnoteRef:35] How shall we rule the portion given by God’s grace to us?[endnoteRef:36] By obeying His commands. [31:  “But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.” Genesis 50:20, KJV.]  [32:  “Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.” Acts 2:23-4, KJV.]  [33:  II Corinthians 5:17.]  [34:  “Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, until I make thy foes thy footstool.” Acts 2:33-5, KJV, quoting Psalm 110.]  [35:  “Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.” Isaiah 9:7, KJV.]  [36:  “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Ephesians 2:4-9, KJV.] 


How can a public official who swears an oath to support & defend the Constitution & laws of the United States, then implement what will undermine that Constitution & those laws because another official says to? In the oath to the U.S. Constitution, how can a public official say, “So help me God” for the purpose of defying God’s law as his or her constitutional duty? How can it be argued that the U.S. Constitution requires public officials to defy God if some other official suddenly declares such to be “the law?” If the U.S. military requires in its Uniform Code of Military Justice that all military members, including the “greenest” recruits, know the difference between a lawful order & an unlawful order (& will prosecute him for a criminal act even if he says, “My commander ordered me to do it.”), how is it that mature men & women, even the most experienced in public affairs, cannot make a determination that a decree violates the law, but must obey unquestioningly? 

Is it enforcing the rule of law to submit to & partner with lawless tyrants? Is it Constitutional to acquiesce in the undermining of the Constitution? Are you obeying your oath to the Constitution if you’re obedience will result in the destruction of the Constitution’s principles? Do you love & protect Christ’s sheep by acquiescing in the imposition of evil upon them? Is it faithful rule if we defy the Christ who gave His life for us, rose from the dead to evidence His credential as savior, & now sits as universal ruler over all of His Father’s creation? Does it honor the God who created us, who saved our souls, & who will determine our eternal destiny when we fear our colleagues, the media, the public, our friends, even punishment by evil authorities more than His judgment upon our lives on that Final Day?[endnoteRef:37] [37:  “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” Matthew 10:28, KJV.] 
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